
Solar San Diego:
Clean Energy Market Development

Andrew McAllister
CCSE – Director of Programs

andrew.mcallister@energycenter.org



2

Partner with City of San Diego: 
California Center for Sustainable Energy 

Our Vision: Our Vision: 
Creating a sustainable energy futureCreating a sustainable energy future

Our MissionOur Mission::
To foster public policies and provide To foster public policies and provide 
programs, services, information and programs, services, information and 
forums that facilitate the adoption of forums that facilitate the adoption of 
clean, reliable, renewable, clean, reliable, renewable, 
sustainable and efficient energy sustainable and efficient energy 
technologies and practicestechnologies and practices
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About CCSE
• Independent Non- Profit 501 (c)(3)
• Founded in 1996 to implement 

SANDAG’s regional energy plan
• Funded through state & federal 

public-interest energy programs
• Growing fee-based practice
• Experienced Board and staff
• Emphasis on serving the region
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Areas of Focus

• Energy Efficiency
• Green Building
• Renewables
• Climate Change
• Transportation
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Annual Events

• Solar Energy Week
• Street Smart San Diego
• San Diego Excellence in Energy 

(SANDEE) Awards
• Be an Energy All Star
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CCSE Programs

• San Diego Energy Resource Center (ERC)
• Tax-Exempt Customer Incentive Program 
• Cool Communities Shade Tree Program
• Self-Generation Incentive Program
• California Solar Initiative
• Solar Water Heating Pilot Program
• Fueling Alternatives
• Rebuild San Diego
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Self-Generation Incentive Program
• CCSE has administered SGIP in SDG&E territory 

since 2001
• Total of 32+ MW incented (~9MW solar); $66M total 

incentives paid
• Currently covers Wind and Fuel Cells

• Strengths include our excellent customer service
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California Solar Initiative
• CCSE is one of three Program Administrators (PAs), 

together with PG&E and SCE
• CCSE contributes to program development at a level 

far above its portion of program budget
• ED staff relies on CCSE for our solar industry expertise, 

flexibility and responsiveness
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Solar Water Heating Program

• San Diego only: CPUC explicitly asked CCSE to 
develop and implement 

• Incentive budget of ~$1.6M over 2 years
• Lessons from the SWH Program will inform AB1470 

implementation (200,000 systems)
• Well-designed, groundbreaking program for 

California
• Market Transformation (MT) for a sector with huge 

carbon reduction potential, but in need of 
professionalization

• Program may be going statewide for its final year….
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Strategic 
Print 
Exposure

Direct Mail
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Materials and Resources

• CCSE Web portal:  
www.energycenter.org.

• Potential studies, regional planning 
research

• Legislative research support
• Training materials and curricula
• Demo Systems, Case Studies, 

Best Practices, Testimonials
• E-Newsletter (~6,000 and growing)
• Events Calendar
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Outreach Channels

• Events: conventions, home shows, etc.
• Direct Mail (where mandated)
• ERC – an established education center 

and training platform
• Cable TV & radio spots – always with large 

earned component
• Internet tie-ins with traditional media
• Sponsorships and in-kind support

• ASES 2008; Solar Power 2008
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Partners in Policy, Outreach and 
Implementation

• Local and State elected officials, staffs
• Municipalities, County, SANDAG
• SDG&E and other utilities
• Contractors, manufacturers, industry 

stakeholders, trades
• Code bodies and inspector associations
• Fire Districts, Community groups
• Advocacy organizations (CalSEIA, League of 

Women Voters, Environment California, etc.) 
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Collaboration is Key

“I not only use all of the brains 
I have, but all I can borrow”

-Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the United States 


